
 

 
 

Rule 405.  [Deleted]. 
 
COMMENT TO 2018 AMENDMENTS 
 
     Rule 405 was deleted because parentage proceedings are now addressed in the 
Rules Governing Parentage and Support Proceedings. 
 
COMMENT 
 
     The purpose of this Rule is to implement the Parentage and Support Proceedings 
Reform Act of 1984. The intent of that act is to assist in making scientific blood test 
results available to the trier of fact in actions involving the issue of disputed paternity. To 
ensure that valid blood and tissue typing test results, including the results of the human 
leukocyte antigen test, are readily available as evidence to the trier of fact, the Rule 
provides that such test results shall be decided before trial. The intent of the act is also 
to prevent the situation where such tests, although performed, are not admitted at trial 
due to some correctable objection to the test results or procedures. It is also 
contemplated that expert witnesses should only be necessary in rare cases and that the 
test results and the reports should generally be admitted into evidence without the 
necessity of an expert witness testifying. 
     Section (c) replaces SCR-Dom. Rel. 12(a) for paternity proceedings. Section (d) 
represents one use of hearing commissioners as authorized in SCR-General Family D.    
Section (e) allows an adjudication of paternity without the presence of the respondent 
but does not allow a default judgment on the pleadings alone. Cf.  
Note: SCR-Dom. Rel. 26 through 37 make pretrial discovery available in paternity 
proceedings.  
 
  




