
Rule 5. Pleading by the Defendant  
(a) In general. In this Branch it shall not be necessary for the defendant to file any 
answer, plea, affidavit, or other defense in writing except as provided in Landlord and 
Tenant Rules 6 and 13(b). 
(b) Counterclaims. In actions in this Branch for recovery of possession of property in 
which the basis of recovery is nonpayment of rent or in which there is joined a claim for 
recovery of rent in arrears, the defendant may assert an equitable defense of 
recoupment or set-off or a counterclaim for a money judgment based on the payment of 
rent or on expenditures claimed as credits against rent or for equitable relief related to 
the premises. No other counterclaims, whether based on personal injury or otherwise, 
may be filed in this Branch. This exclusion shall be without prejudice to the prosecution 
of such claims in other Branches of the Court. 
(c) Plea of title. A defendant desiring to interpose a plea of title must file such plea in 
writing, under oath, accompanied by a certification that it is filed in good faith and not for 
the purpose of delay and must also file an application for an undertaking or for waiver of 
undertaking, the form and amount of any such undertaking to be approved by the Court. 
Upon such approval by the Court, the undertaking shall be filed within 4 days thereafter 
and the case shall be certified to the Civil Division for trial on an expedited basis. Upon 
failure to so file the undertaking, the Clerk shall strike the plea of title unless the Court 
for good cause shown shall extend the time within which the undertaking may be filed. 
  


