
 

Rule 43. Evidence 
(a) Form and admissibility.  In all trials the testimony of witnesses shall be taken orally in 
open court, unless otherwise provided by these Rules. All evidence shall be admitted 
which is admissible under applicable statutes, or under the rules of evidence applied in the 
District of Columbia. In any case, the statute or rule which favors the reception of the 
evidence governs and the evidence shall be presented according to the most convenient 
method prescribed in any of the statutes or rules to which reference is herein made. The 
competency of a witness to testify shall be determined in like manner. 
(b) Scope of examination and cross-examination.  A party may interrogate any unwilling or 
hostile witness by leading questions. A party may call an adverse party and interrogate the 
witness by leading questions and contradict and impeach the witness in all respects as if 
the witness had been called by the adverse party, and the witness thus called may be 
contradicted and impeached by or on behalf of the adverse party also, and may be 
cross-examined by the adverse party only upon the subject matter of the examination in 
chief. 
(c) Record of excluded evidence.  If an objection to a question propounded to a witness is 
sustained by the Court, the examining attorney may make a specific offer of what the 
attorney expects to prove by the answer of the witness. The Court may add such other or 
further statement as clearly shows the character of the evidence, the form in which it was 
offered, the objection made, and the ruling thereon. The Court upon request shall take and 
report the evidence in full, unless it clearly appears that the evidence is not admissible on 
any ground or that the witness is privileged. 
(d) Interpreters.  The Court may appoint an interpreter of its own selection and may fix the 
interpreter's reasonable compensation. The compensation shall be paid out of funds 
provided by law or by one or more of the parties as the Court may direct, and may be 
taxed ultimately as costs, in the discretion of the Court. 
 
COMMENT 
 

This Rule is intended to be consistent with D.C. Code § 14-102 (Impeachment of 
Witnesses).  Pursuant to SCR-Dom Rel 2(b)(5), whenever a person is required to take an 
oath, the person may make a solemn affirmation instead. For provisions on the 
admissibility of business records, see SCR-General Family Q. 


