SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

RULE PROMULGATION ORDER 11-04

(Amend SCR-Family A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, J, L, M, N, O, P, and S;* SCR-Civil 70-1; and Civil
Action Form 107)

WHEREAS, pursuant to D.C. Code § 11-946, the Board of Judges of the Superior Court
approved amendments to General Rules of the Family Court A, B, C,D, E, F, G, H,J, L, M, N,
O, P, and S; Superior Court Rule of Civil Procedure 70-1, and Civil Action Form 107; and

WHEREAS, these rules do not modify the Federal Rules of Civil or Criminal Procedure;
itis

ORDERED that General Rules of the Family Court A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, J, L, M, N,
O, P, and S; Superior Court Rule of Civil Procedure 70-I; and Civil Action Form 107 are hereby
amended as set forth below; and it is further

ORDERED that the amendments to General Rules of the Family Court A, B, C, D, E, F,
G, H,J, L M N,O, P, and S; Superior Court Rule of Civil Procedure 70-1I; and Civil Action
Form 107 shall take effect August 22, 2011 and shall govern all proceedings thereafter
commenced and insofar as is just and practicable all pending proceedings.

! This Promulgation Order includes all of the General Rules of the Family Court and the Introductory Note to the
Superior Court Rules of the Family Court. Despite being included in this Order, General Rules of the Family Court
I, K, Q, R, and T are not being amended.



AMENDMENTS TO THE GENERAL RULES OF THE FAMILY COURT

GENERAL RULES OF THE FAMILY BRASIONCOURT

INTRODUCTORY NOTE TO THE SUPERIOR COURT RULES OF THE FAMILY
BAASIONCOURT

The Family BivisionCourt Rules are divided into 68 parts:

General Rules of the Family DivisienCourt, Rules Governing Domestic Relations
Proceedings, Rules Governing Adoption Proceedings, Rules Governing-tatrafamiy Proceedings
in the Domestic Violence Unit, Rules Governing Juvenile Proceedings, Rules Governing Neglect
Proceedings, Rules Governing Mental Health Proceedings and Rules Governing Mental
HabilitationRetardation _Proceedings. The General Rules of the Family BivisienCourt apply to
all proceedings in the Bivisten-Family Court; other Rrules apply as indicated in Rule 1 (scope) of
each part.

For ease in identification and description, the various Rrules may be known and cited as
follows:

Title Citation
General Rules of the Family BivisienCourt SCR-General Family
Rules Governing Domestic Relations Proceedings SCR-Dom. Rel.
Rules Governing Adoption Proceedings SCR-Adoption
Rules Governing-tatrafamily Proceedings
in the Domestic Violence Unit SCR-intrafamilyDV
Rules Governing Juvenile Proceedings SCR-Juvenile
Rules Governing Neglect Proceedings SCR-Neglect
Rules Governing Mental Health Proceedings SCR-Mental-Health
Rules Governing Mental HabilitationRetardation
Proceedingsdure SCR-M.Ha.

Insofar as possible the structure and numbering systems of the Family BivisionCourt Rrules
are in accord with the Superior Court Rules of Civil Procedure and the Superior Court Rules of
Criminal Procedure. Thus, in the Rules Governing Domestic Relations Proceedings, the SCR-
Civil scheme of using numbers 1-86 for federally-derived rules (with Roman numerals affixed
for Rrules closely related thereto), and numbers beginning with 101 for unique local Rrules, has
been followed. In the Rules Governing Juvenile Proceedings, Rules 1-60 are based on the
corresponding Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, while Rules 101-113118 are local Rrules
unique to the juvenile practice. Each federally-derived rule (SCR-Dom. Rel. 1-86 and SCR-
Juvenile 1-60) is substantially similar to the corresponding Ffederal Rrule unless the comment
indicates otherwise. Where the Ffederal Rrule is wholly inapplicable, it is left vacant.

The Comments to the Rrules are those of the Advisory Committee, not the Court. They are
not part of the Rrules and are in no way binding on the Court's decisions applying the Rrules.



They are published for whatever instructive value they may provide to members of the Bar and
others.

The Board of Judges of
The Superior Court of the
District of Columbia

February-1-1974July 13, 2011



SCR-FAMILY A
Rule A. Branches, sections, and scope.

(@) The Family BivisienCourt shall be divided into such branches and sections as the Chief
Judge shall direct.

(b) To the greatest extent practicable, feasible, and lawful, all cases assigned to the Family Court
concerning the same or immediate family or household members, and any subsequent case, shall
be assigned to the same judicial officer and shall remain with him or her until final disposition.
See D.C. Code § 11-1104.

COMMENT:

The Family BivisienCourt is divided into the following branches:
(@) The Domestic Relations Branch. The proceedings enumerated in subsections—{1)-through

{9)-6f §-11-1101 of the-D.C. Code 88 11-1101(a)(1) to (9), (12) are conducted in the Domestic
Relatlons Branch and—melad&

(b) The Counsel for Child Abuse and Neglect Branch. The Counsel for Child Abuse and
Neglect Branch provides and trains attorneys for the representation of children in cases of abuse
or neglect, as defined in D.C. Code 8 16-2301. The Branch also trains attorneys for eligible

parents and caretakers in abuse and neglect cases.

(c) The Juvenile and Neglect Branch. Proceedings in which a child, as defined in D.C. Code 8§
16-2301, is alleged to be neglected, abused, delinquent or in need of supervision (D.C. Code 8
11-1101(a)(13)), and proceedings under the Interstate Compact on Juveniles (D.C. Code § 11-
1101(a)(16)), are conducted in the Juvenile and Neglect Branch.

(d) Marriage Bureau Branch. Licenses to solemnize marriages pursuant to Fitle-36,-Chapter1
ofthe-D.C. Code 8 46-401 et seq. are issued in the Marriage Bureau Branch.

(e) Mental Health and HabilitationRetardation Branch. Proceedings under D.C. Code § 21-

1101 et seq.Chapter—11—of TFitle—21 relating to the commitment of the mentally ill, and
proceedings under D.C. Code § 7-1301.01 et seq.Chapter-11-of Fitle 21 relating to the admission
of the mentally retarded and the commitment of the substantialhyat least moderately mentally
retarded, are conducted in the Mental Health and HabilitationRetardation Branch.




(f) Paternity and Child Support Branch. Proceedings to determine the paternity of any child
born out of wedlock (D.C. Code § 11-1101(a)(11)), and proceedings for the support of children

under the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act of 1995, Chapter3A-efTitle-30-of-the-D.C.
Code_§ 46-301.01 et seq., are conducted in the Paternity and Support Branch.




SCR-FAMILY B

Rule B. Family BivisionCourt Clerk's Office.

The Court shall be deemed always open for the purpose of filing any proper paper, of issuing
and returning process and of making motions and orders. Unless otherwise ordered Fthe-Clerk

Branch Offices of the BivisionFamily Court with-the-Clerk-ora-deputy-—nr-attendanee shall be

open to the publlc durlng posted hours Monday through Frlday H—sha”—be%lesed—on%a{urday&




SCR-FAMILY C
Rule C. Fees.
Fees shall be indicated below (where applicable) for actions in the Family BivistiorCourt.

(1) Initial Filing Fees

Filing complaint or petition $80.00
Filing intervening petition 80.00
Filing counterclaim 20.00

(2)  Miscellaneous Fees

Filing motion (except motion under ReleSCR-Dom. Rel 20.00

41H)
Filing motion to reinstate under ReteSCR-Dom. Rel 41(H) 35.00
For issuing alias summons or alias writ 10.00
For attachment before judgment (including writ) 20.00
For writ of habeas corpus 10.00
For writ of ne exeat 10.00
For search of record, for each name searched 10.00
For taking affidavit or affirmation,

administering oath 1.00
For each certified copy or true seal copy 5.00
For each photocopy provided by clerk, per page .50
For application for a marriage license (includes

issuance) 35.00

For registering authorizations to perform

marriages and issuing certificate (lifetime

authorization) 35.00
For each certified copy of application for

marriage license, or marriage license; duplicate

marriage license; copy of authorization to

perform marriage 10.00

(3)  Post Judgment Fees

For issuing attachment on judgment 20.00
For issuing writ of fieri facias or writ of

execution 20.00
For issuing triple seal 20.00
For filing notice of appeal 5:006100.00

The charges for any item not set forth above shall be the same as specified in the schedule of
fees for cases under Superior Court Civil Rule 202.



COMMENT:

Following the general consensus of the Committee these fees in most respects correspond to
those as set by Superior Court Civil Rule 202. The fee schedule in use in the Domestic Relations
Branch is incorporated for specific items peculiar to the practice. A general reference is made to
the Civil Division rule to cover those rare instances that might make this necessary. As a result
fees for all complaints and petitions are standardized.

Persons who are unable to pay court fees may apply for waiver of fees pursuant to D.C. Code
8 15-712.



SCR-FAMILY D
Rule D. Magistrate judges.

ADVISORY NOTE: This rule was substantially rewritten and accordingly, there is no stricken-
through or underlined language.

(@) Assignment of duties. Magistrate judges appointed by designation by the Chief Judge in
consultation with the Presiding Judge of Family Court, pursuant to D.C. Code 88 11-1732 or 11-
1732A, may perform the duties specified in this rule and such other functions incidental to these
duties as are consistent with the rules of the Superior Court and the Constitution and the laws of
the United States and of the District of Columbia.

(b) Expedited proceedings for establishment, enforcement or modification of child support
orders.

(1) In any case brought under D.C. Code § 11-1101(a)(1), (3), (10), or (11) involving the
establishment of paternity, establishment or enforcement of child support, or in any case seeking
to modify an existing child support order, a hearing shall be scheduled within 45 days from the
date the application is filed with the clerk’s office and that office shall issue notice to the alleged
responsible relative which complies with D.C. Code § 46-206(a).

(2) Cases with Complex Issues. If in a case under subparagraph (b)(1), the magistrate judge
finds that a duty of support exists and makes a finding that the case involves complex issues
requiring resolution by an associate judge, the magistrate judge shall establish a temporary
support obligation and refer unresolved issues to the Presiding Judge of the Family Court, who
shall assign the case to an associate judge for resolution of the unresolved issues, except that the
magistrate judge shall not establish a temporary support order if parentage is at issue.

(3) Where a magistrate judge in the Family Court finds that there is an existing duty of
support, the magistrate judge shall conduct a hearing on support and within 30 days from the
conclusion of the hearing, the magistrate judge shall issue written findings of fact and
conclusions of law, and enter either a temporary or final judgment or order as provided by law
and in accordance with D.C. Code § 16-916.01, 16-924, and 46-205.

(4) If a magistrate judge finds that there is a duty of support and the individual owing that
duty has been served or given notice of the proceeding under any applicable statute or court rule,
and if that individual fails to appear or otherwise respond, the magistrate judge shall enter a
default order.

(5) Any final judgment or order issued by a magistrate judge shall constitute a final judgment
or order of the Superior Court. Such order or judgment shall contain notice that a party may
within 30 days after entry of a magistrate judge’s judgment or order file a motion for review of
that judgment or order pursuant to subparagraph (e)(1) of this rule.

(c) Other family court proceedings. Subject to the other provisions of these rules, a magistrate
judge may conduct proceedings in any other contested or uncontested matter in the Family
Court, excluding jury trials and felony juvenile trials. In these proceedings, the magistrate judge
may make findings and enter final orders or judgments which shall constitute final orders or
judgments of the Superior Court.

(d) Other duties. A magistrate judge may issue a bench warrant or custody order for a
respondent who fails to appear in Court or is otherwise in abscondence, and may quash such a
bench warrant or custody order.



(e) Review of magistrate judge's order or judgment.

(1) Upon motion.

(A) Final judgment or orders. An appeal of a final order or judgment, in whole or in part,
shall be taken by filing and serving on all parties a motion for review. Upon receipt of such
motion, the Chief Judge, or his or her designee, shall designate an associate judge to act on the
motion.

(B) Such motion shall be filed and served on all parties not later than 30 days after entry of
the order or judgment pursuant to paragraph (b) of this rule and 10 days after the entry of the
order or judgment pursuant to paragraph (c) of this rule. The motion for review shall designate
the order, judgment, or part thereof, for which review is being sought, shall specify the grounds
for the objection to the magistrate judge's order, judgment, or part thereof, and shall include a
written summary of any evidence presented before the magistrate judge relating to the grounds
for the objection. Within 10 days after being served with said motion, a party may file and serve
a response, which shall describe any proceedings before the magistrate judge which conflict with
or expand upon the summary filed by the moving party. The associate judge designated by the
Chief Judge, or his or her designee, shall review those portions of the magistrate judge's order or
judgment to which objection is made together with relevant portions of the record, and may
affirm, reverse, modify, or remand, in whole or in part, the magistrate judge's order or judgment
and enter an appropriate order of judgment.

(2) On initiative of Court. Not later than 30 days after entry of a magistrate judge's order or
judgment pursuant to paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (d) or (g) of this rule, the associate judge
designated by the Chief Judge, or his or her designee, may sua sponte review said order or
judgment in whole or in part. After giving the parties due notice and opportunity to make written
submissions on the matter, the associate judge may affirm, reverse, modify, or remand, in whole
or in part, the magistrate judge's order or judgment.

(3) Stay of proceedings. A magistrate judge may stay his or her order or judgment pending
review by an associate judge either by motion or sua sponte. Upon a showing that the magistrate
judge has refused or otherwise failed to stay an order or judgment pending review under this
rule, the movant may, with reasonable notice to all parties, apply to the Presiding Judge of the
Family Court or, after assignment, to the assigned associate judge for a stay. The stay may be
conditioned upon the filing of a bond or other appropriate security.

(4) Extension of time to file motion for review. Upon a showing of excusable neglect and
notice to the parties, the Presiding Judge of the Family Court, or his or her designee, may, before
or after the time prescribed by subparagraph (e)(1)(B) has expired, with or without motion,
extend the time for filing and serving a motion for review of a magistrate judge's final order or
judgment for a period not to exceed 20 days from the expiration of the time otherwise prescribed
by subparagraph (e)(1)(B).

(5) Standard of Review. The standard of review by the associate judge of a magistrate judge’s
final order or judgment shall be the same as applied by the Court of Appeals on appeal of a
judgment or order of an associate judge of the Superior Court. In accordance with this standard a
magistrate judge’s finding of fact may not be set aside unless clearly erroneous; nor may the
magistrate judge’s final order or judgment be set aside except for legal error or abuse of
discretion.

(F) Appeal. An appeal to the District of Columbia Court of Appeals may be made only after
an associate judge of the Superior Court has reviewed the magistrate judge's order or judgment
pursuant to paragraph (e) of this rule.

10



(g) Contempt. Pursuant to D.C. Code § 11-1732A, a magistrate judge sitting in the Family
Court may order an individual to show cause why the individual should not be held in civil or
criminal contempt for disobedience or resistance to any lawful order, process, or writ issued by
an associate or magistrate judge or for any other act or conduct committed before a magistrate
judge which would constitute contempt. An order to show cause why the individual should not
be held in contempt shall state the time and place of hearing, allowing a reasonable time for the
preparation of the defense, and shall state the essential facts constituting the criminal contempt
charged and describe it as such. A finding of civil or criminal contempt by a Family Court
magistrate judge may not, pursuant to D.C. Code 8§ 11-1732A(d)(3), result in the detention of an
individual for more than 180 days.

COMMENT:

See D.C. Code 88§ 11-1732, 11-1732A, 16-924, and 46-201 et seq. (2010 Supp.). The Child
Support Guideline is set forth in D.C. Code § 16-916.01 (2010 Supp.), and the Schedule of Basic
Child Support Obligations is Appendix | to the statute.

The standard of review of a magistrate judge’s decision pursuant to subparagraphs (e)(1) and
(2) is the same as applied by the Court of Appeals on appeal of a judgment or order of the
Superior Court. In accordance with that standard, a magistrate judge’s judgment or order may not
be set aside except for errors of law unless it appears that the judgment or order is plainly wrong,
without evidence to support it, or an abuse of discretion.

Subsequent to In re A.O.T., 10 A.3d 160 (D.C. 2010), section (c) of the rule was amended,
pursuant to D.C. Code § 11-1732A(d)(2) (2010 Supp.), to permit a magistrate judge to conduct
proceedings authorized by the rule without consent of the parties.

The term “final order or judgment” as used in this rule embraces the final decision concepts
of D.C. Code 8§ 11-721(a) and permits review of a magistrate judge’s decision by an associate
judge only in those situations in which an appeal from an associate judge to the Court of Appeals
would lie.

11



SCR-FAMILY E

Rule E. Subpoenas.

In intrafamibyproceedings in the Domestic Violence Unit, neglect proceedings and in any
other appropriate cases in which the Cerporation—CeunselOffice of the Attorney General is
petitioner's representative wherein the respondent can satisfactorily show that he or she is
financially unable to pay the fees of a witness and that the presence of the witness is necessary to
an adequate defense, the Court shall order that a subpoena be issued. Application may be made
ex parte and if the Court orders the subpoena to be issued the costs incurred by the process and
the fees of the witness so subpoenaed shall be paid in the same manner in which similar costs
and fees are paid in case of a witness subpoenaed in behalf of the Cerperation-CeunselOffice of
the Attorney General.

COMMENT:

In both intrafamiHyDomestic Violence Unit and neglect proceedings, the Cerperation
CounselOffice of the Attorney General is the petitioner's representative. Thus, even though there
is a basic civil concept, provision should be made for payment of fees and costs in accordance
with Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 17(b). As stated the Rrule may be applied as well to
other appropriate cases wherein Cerporation—Counselthe Office of the Attorney General is
petitioner's representative.

12



SCR-FAMILY F
Rule F. Witness fees.

(@) Amounts. (1) Fees. Except as hereinafter provided, each witness attending court or a
deposition pursuant to any Rrule or order of the BivisionCourt shall receive $40 or the fee as
provided by D.C. Code 8 15-714, whichever is higher, for each day's attendance and for the time
necessarily occupied in going to and returning from the same. An expert witness shall receive
such amount as he or she is entitled to by law.

No witness fee shall be paid to an employee of the United States or any agency thereof or of
the District of Columbia who has been called as a witness on behalf of the United States or the
District of Columbia in any judicial proceeding in which the United States or the District of
Columbia is a party.

(2) Travel allowance. Except as hereinafter provided, each witness shall receive $0.5125 per
mile or the travel allowance provided by D.C. Code § 15-714,- whichever is higher, for going
from and returning to his or _her residence. Regardless of the mode of travel employed by the
witness, computation of mileage shall be made on the basis of a uniform table of distances
adopted by the Atterney—Generalfederal government. No witness residing in the District of
Columbia shall be entitled to a travel allowance.

(3) Subsistence. Except as hereinafter provided, a witness attending Court or a deposition at a
place so far removed from his or her residence as to prohibit return thereto from day to day shall
be entitled to an additional allowance fixed by statute for expenses of subsistence including the
time necessarily occupied in going to and returning from the place of attendance.

An officer or employee of the United States or any agency thereof summoned as a witness on
behalf of the United States shall receive a per diem allowance in lieu of subsistence. Such per
diem shall be fixed at a rate prescribed by law.

(b) Payment from public funds. No witness entitled to any payment under paragraph (a) shall
be paid from public funds except upon affidavit of the witness that he or she was compelled by
subpoena to attend as a witness on behalf of the government or on behalf of a respondent unable
to pay in a specified case and that he or she did attend. Such affidavit shall be endorsed by the
counsel of record issuing the subpoena and shall be submitted to the Clerk of the BivistorCourt
for verification. The Executive Officer upon submission of the endorsed and verified affidavit
shall make payment by cash or check.

(c) No payment of fee or allowance after voluntary appearance. No person voluntarily
appearing in Court or at a deposition without having been served with a subpoena shall be paid a
fee or allowance after the fact of such appearance.

(d) One fee rule. No person under subpoena to attend in a number of pending cases shall be
permitted to receive more than lene fee or allowance for attendance on any lere day.

(e) Construction. This Rrule shall not be construed to supersede or conflict with any statute
of the United States or regulation promulgated thereunder or any statute of the District of
Columbia.

COMMENT:

Payment of fees from public funds under section (b) omits the requirement of judicial
certification after the witness' court attendance. Under Family BivisienCourt General Rule E, the

13



Court must approve in forma pauperis subpoenas before they are issued. Sections{e);{ed)-and-(e)
I Lon f I ) iminal Rule 5.

14



SCR-FAMILY G
Rule G. Continuances.

(@) Applications -- By whom determined. All applications for continuances shall be
determined promptly by the judicial officer assigned to the case.

(b) Manner of application and obligation of counsel. Applications for continuances of
hearings or trials shall be in writing, and copies thereof shall be given to all parties or their
counsel. Applications shall be filed promptly with the Clerk of the BivisienFamily Court unless
the BivisionCourt otherwise directs. Each application, whether or not contested, shall set forth
good cause and contain at least 1ene date to which the parties agree the case may be continued if
the application is granted. If the moving party is unable to obtain agreement as to the
continuance or the continued date from other parties, he or she shall set forth the good faith
efforts made to obtain agreement from the other parties and shall submit three proposed dates for
the hearing or trial. The determination of a properly entered application for continuance may be
made by the judge without counsel present. However-it shall be the obligation of any counsel or
unrepresented party ret-present-at-such-determination-to determine-ascertain from-the-Clerk—of
the-Division whether the application was granted_or denied and the new date and time of the
hearmg or trlal if #-the appllcatlon was granted

(dc) The "the day rule" Except in extraordinary or unforeseen circumstances, no further
continuance may be granted in any continued case unless requested at least 2twe_days prior to
the date to which the case was previously continued.

COMMENT:

The Family BivisienCourt, and the Superior Court in general, will operate with as few
continuances as possible. Fhe-Rule-is-based-on-former-General-Sessions-Criminal- Rule 44-H-and

%an@@k&m&m#@mmﬁr&%&% Sectlon (a) is deS|gned ela—terFeven{

to assure prompt determlnatlon of requests for contlnuance Section (b) aIIows appllcatlons for
continuances to be determined without counsel present, but puts an affirmative duty on non-
appearing counsel to find out whether the request was granted and, if so, the new hearing date.

15



SCR-FAMILY H
Rule H. Notice of hearing and order directing appearance.
A notice of hearing and order directing appearance in domestic relations and

intrafamilydomestic violence proceedings shall be signed by the Clerk ef-the Bivisien or judicial
officer and shall have the same force and effect as a civil subpoena.

COMMENT:

The power of a subpoena is provided to retain the sanctions for failure to appear and also to
obviate-the-necessity-that-eliminate the need for a judgejudicial officer to sign the order. The

mechanism of the notice of hearing and order directing appearance is utilized in Domestic

Relations proceedings (SCR-Dom. Rel. 4) and intrafamily—proceedings—(SCR-Intrafamily
4)proceedings in the Domestic Violence Unit (SCR-DV 3).

16



SCR-FAMILY |

Rule I. [Deleted].
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SCR-FAMILY J
Rule J. Employer’s statements.

An employer’s statement, when executed on the official Scourt form, shall be acceptable as
prima facie evidence of the incomeearnings-of the employee from that employer.

18



SCR-FAMILY K
Rule K. Financial statements.

In any case where a financial statement is required or proffered by a party, it shall be under
oath.

19



SCR-FAMILY L
Rule L. Jury trials.
In all cases in the Domestic Relations Branch wherein there is a right to trial by jury and a

timely demand is made, the appropriate Rrules governing jury trials and their disposition in the
Civil Division of the Superior Court shall apply.

20



SCR-FAMILY M
Rule M. Law student practice.

(a) Practice. (1) Any law student admitted to the limited practice of law pursuant to Rule
46(HH48 of the general Rrules of the District of Columbia Court of Appeals, and certified and
registered as therein required, may engage in the limited practice of law in the Superior Court of
the District of Columbia on behalf of any indigent person in the Family BivisienCourt, subject to
the following provisions.

(A) Delinquency proceedings. A certified law student may enter an appearance on behalf of a
child who is alleged to be a delinquent except in those cases where the allegation of delinquency
charges murder, forcible rape, burglary in the first degree, robbery while armed, or assault with
intent to commit any such offense, provided the child or parent has consented in writing to the
appearance and a "supervising lawyer", as hereinafter defined, has approved such action and also
entered an appearance.

(B) Persons in need of supervision proceedings. A certified law student may enter an
appearance on behalf of a child who is alleged to be a person in need of supervision, provided
the child has consented in writing to that appearance and a supervising lawyer has approved such
action and also entered an appearance.

(C) Neglect proceedings. (i) Children. A certified law student may enter an appearance on
behalf of a child who is alleged to be neglected, provided the supervising lawyer shall obtain the
appointment as guardian ad litem and consent to the representation of the minor child by the
certified law student.

(if) Adults. A certified law student may enter an appearance on behalf of any adult party who
has consented to that appearance, provided a supervising lawyer has approved such action and
also entered an appearance.

(D) Mental habilitationretardation proceedings. A certified law student may represent a
respondent or petitioner if appointed or approved by a hearing-commissionermagistrate judge or
the Court, provided the party has consented in writing to such representation and a supervising
lawyer has also entered an appearance in the proceeding.

(E) Mental health proceedings. A certified law student may represent a respondent or
petitioner if appointed or approved by a hearing-commissionermagistrate judge or the Court,
provided the party has consented in writing to such representation and a supervising lawyer has
also entered an appearance in the proceeding.

(F) Domestic relations proceedings. A certified law student may enter an appearance on
behalf of a party in any domestic relations action, provided the party has consented in writing to
that appearance and a supervising lawyer has approved such action and also entered an
appearance.

(2) Any law student eligible under these Rrules may also enter an appearance in any Family
DivistonCourt matter, except delinquency cases charging murder, forcible rape, burglary in the
first degree, robbery while armed, or assault with intent to commit any such offense, on behalf of
the District of Columbia with the written approval of the Cerperation—CoeunselOffice of the
Attorney General, or an authorized representative, and the supervising lawyer.

(3) In each case, the written consent and approval referred to above shall be filed in the record
of the case.

21



(4) No student may enter an appearance where such representation would generally be
undertaken by a member of the Bar on a retained basis as may be determined by the Court at any
point in the litigation.

(b) Requirements and limitations. (1) The law student must be enrolled in a clinical program.
A clinical program for purposes of this Rrule shall be a law school program for credit of at least
4 semester hours held under the direction of a full-time faculty member of such law school, or an
adjunct professor for a consortium of law schools, whose primary duty is the conduct of such
programs in which a law student obtains practical experience in the operation of the District of
Columbia legal system by participating in cases and matters pending before the legal system by
participating in cases and matters pending before the courts or administrative tribunals. A student
need not be so enrolled if that student has satisfactorily completed a clinical program and is
continuing in the representation of a program’s client.

(2) The law student must be registered and certified by the Admissions Committee of the
District of Columbia Court of Appeals as eligible to engage in the limited practice of law as
authorized by the District of Columbia Court of Appeals General Rule 46(H) 48.

(3) Certified law students participating in the representation of the government or any
individual litigant shall not schedule more than 1 trial for any single date except on notice to and
with permission of the Court.

(c) Supervision. The "supervising lawyer" referred to above in this Rrule shall:

(1) Be a lawyer whose service as a supervising lawyer for the clinical program is approved by
the law school by which the law student is enrolled and who is an active practitioner of law in
this Court.

(2) Assume full responsibility for guiding the student's work in any pending case or matter or
any case-related activity in which he or she participates, and for supervising the quality of the
student's work.

(3) Assist the student in his or her participation to the extent necessary in the supervising
lawyer's professional judgment to ensure that the student participation is effective on behalf of
the indigent person or government represented.

(4) Sign each pleading, memorandum, or other document filed by the student, and appear with
the student at each court appearance, except that a supervisor need not be present for a non-
adversary matter so long as he or she is available to the Court within one-half hour after such
supervisor's presence is requested by the Court.

(5) Not schedule more than 3 cases for trial on any given day for law students being
supervised by him or her.

(6) No fee shall be paid to any supervising lawyer or law student under this Rrule. The Court
shall be empowered, however, to permit clinical programs to receive fees, costs and penalties
prescribed by law, so long as original eligibility requirements for representation are enforced.
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SCR-FAMILY N
Rule N. Recording of court proceedings; release of transcripts.

(@) All proceedings recorded. All proceedings shall be simultaneously recorded verbatim by
a reporter engaged by the €court by shorthand or mechanical means or, when permitted by Rrule
of Court, by an electronic sound recording device.

(b)-(d) [Reserved].

(e) Private reporters. Except as provided in paragraphs (f) and (g) of this rule, only a court
reporter who is a court employee, or who is under contract to the Court to provide reporting
services, is permitted to record proceedings held before a judge or hearing
commissionermagistrate judge.

(f) Electronic recording devices. The use of court operated electronic recording devices may
be permitted by the Chief Judge of the Superior Court for the perpetuation of a record in any
court proceeding without the presence of a court reporter during such proceeding.

(9) Restriction on the use of electronic recording devices. No electronic recording equipment,
other than that in the custody and control of official court reporters or court personnel in the
performance of their official duties, may be used to record proceedings held before a judge or

hearing-commissionermagistrate judge.
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SCR-FAMILY O

Rule O. Avoidance and resolution of conflicts in engagements of counsel among the courts
in the District of Columbia.

Heentical-to-SCR-Civil-104}.-The provisions for avoidance and resolution of conflicts in

engagements of counsel among the courts in the District of Columbia shall be those set forth in
SCR-Civil 104.
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SCR-FAMILY P
Rule P. Sealing of records.

(a) Right to have records sealed. Consistent with D.C. Code-198%; § 16-2335, a child shall be
entitled to have his or her records sealed if:

(1) The child has been adjudged neglected and has since reached majority or has been legally
adopted;

(2) Two years have elapsed since the final discharge of the child from legal custody or
supervision, or since the entry of any other BivisionCourt order not involving custody or
supervision and the child has not subsequently been convicted of a crime or adjudicated
delinquent or in need of supervision and no proceeding is pending seeking such conviction or
adjudication.

(b) Notification of right to seal. The Juvenile Branch shall send notice of eligibility to seal to
the child and his or her attorney at the time the dispositional order is entered and again at the
time of the child's final discharge from supervision, treatment, or custody. The notice shall
specify the procedures to be followed in having records sealed. A copy of the notification shall
be kept in the court jacket and an appropriate docket entry made.

(c) Initiation of sealing procedures. A child who is eligible to have records sealed may file
with the BivisienCourt a motion to seal and proposed order to seal. The motion shall state the
basis upon which the sealing is proposed and the time limit for filing opposition to the sealing.
The order shall direct the sealing of the child's records and set forth the legal effect of the order
and the penalty for noncompliance with the order, pursuant to D.C. Code §-198%; 16-2335(a).

(d) Motion to seal. Upon the filing of a motion to seal and proposed order to seal, the
BiwisienCourt shall send copies of the motion and proposed order to:

(1) The Cerpeoration-CounselOffice of the Attorney General;

(2) The authority granting the discharge, if the final discharge was from an institution, parole,
or probation;

(3) The law enforcement agency having custody of the files and records as specified in D.C.
Code-1981; § 16-2333; and

(4) The child's parents or legal guardians.

Each named recipient shall have 45 days from the date of mailing to contest the motion to
seal.

(e) Procedures if sealing is not contested. If no opposition to sealing has been received by
persons or agencies listed in paragraph (d) of this Rrule within 45 days after the filing of the
motion to seal and proposed order to seal records:

(1) The Court shall enter an order instructing the Clerk efthe-Bivision in the Branch Office to
seal all BivistenFamily Court records concerning the child.

(2) Except where the record is a medical record in the possession of a medical facility, the
persons or agencies receiving notice under paragraph (d) of this Rrule shall seal all records
pertaining to the cases listed in the motion without further action by the Court.

(F) Procedures if sealing is contested. Any person or agency opposing the sealing of records
shall file an opposition in writing with the Clerk of the BivisionBranch Office within 45 days
after mailing of the motion and proposed order to seal. The opposition may be accompanied by a
request for hearing.
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(1) If the opposition is not accompanied by a request for hearing, the Clerk shall submit the
case to the metionsassigned judge.

(A) If the judge concludes that a hearing is required, the Clerk shall proceed in accord with
subparagraph (f)(2) of this Rrule.

(B) If the judge concludes that sealing should be denied, he or she shall enter a written order
setting forth the reasons for denial, and the Clerk of the BivistienBranch Office shall mail a copy
of the denial to the child and his or her attorney.

(C) If the judge concludes that sealing should be granted, an order of sealing shall be prepared
and distributed to all persons and agencies referred to in paragraph (d) of this Rrule. This order
shall set forth the legal effects of sealing and the penalty for non-compliance with sealing.

(2) If a request for a hearing on sealing is timely filed with the Court or is initiated by the
metionassigned judge, the Clerk shall set the matter-befoere-the-Metions-Branch within 45 days
after the request and shall mail notice of the hearing to all persons and agencies notified pursuant
to paragraph (d) of this Rrule.

(A) Content of notice. Notice to the child shall advise him or her of the right to representation
by counsel at the hearing and of the right to appointment of counsel by the BivisienCourt if he or
she is indigent.

(B) Conduct of hearing. In hearings conducted under this subparagraph, the rules of evidence
governing fact-finding hearings shall apply. The burden of proof shall be on the person or agency
opposing the sealing to show by the preponderance of the evidence that the child is not eligible
for sealing of records.

(C) Rulings and orders. All rulings and orders of the Court on sealing of records shall be in
writing. If sealing is granted, a written order shall be prepared and served personally or by mail
on persons and agencies enumerated in paragraph (d) of this Rrule. If the sealing is denied, a
written order of denial setting forth the reasons shall be prepared and served personally or by
mail on the persons and agencies enumerated in paragraph (d) of this Rrule.

(9) Unsealing of records. (1) Pursuant to D.C. Code-198%; § 16-2335(e), an adjudication of
delinquency or need of supervision or conviction of a felony subsequent to sealing shall have the
effect of nullifying the vacating and sealing order. In order to initiate proceedings to unseal
records the Corperation-CounselOffice of the Attorney General shall file a motion and proposed
order with the judge-in-chambersassigned judge requesting unsealing and specifying that the
Clerk of the Juvenile Branch provide to the Cerperation-CeunselOffice of the Attorney General
the name(s) of the attorney(s) of record in the sealed case(s) so that the attorneys may be served
with a copy of the motion and signed order.

(2) Procedures if unsealing is not contested. (A) If no opposition to the unsealing has been
received by the Cerpoeration-CeunselOffice of the Attorney General within 45 days after mailing
of the motion to unseal and proposed order, the order shall become final and the Cerporation
CounselOffice of the Attorney General shall bring the signed order to the Clerk-ef-the-Division,
who shall immediately unseal the records.

(B) The Clerk shall notify all parties as outlined in paragraph (d) of this Rrule that the records
have been unsealed and shall return any records received from those parties along with a copy of
the unsealing order.

(3) Procedures if unsealing is contested. (A) Within 45 days after mailing of the motion and
proposed order to unseal, any person opposing the unsealing shall file an opposition in writing
with the Clerk-ef-the-Division and shall serve a copy upon the Corperation-CeunselOffice the
Attorney General.
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(B) The motion to unseal shall be heard by the famihy-meotiensassigned judge. Upon granting
of the motion to unseal, the signed order shall be brought to the Clerk-efthe-Bivision who shall
immediately unseal the records.

(C) The Clerk shall then proceed pursuant to subparagraph (g)(2)(B) of this Rrule.

(4) Waiver of time limits. For good cause shown, upon motion of the Cerperatien
CounselOffice of the Attorney General or upon the Court's own motion, and following notice to
all parties, the Court may waive the 45 day time period for formal entry of an unsealing order
and order juvenile records unsealed at an earlier time.

(h) Destruction of BivistenrCourt paper records. When a record is sealed, the microfilm copy
shall be retained for 10 days past the date of the individual's 25th birthday. The BivisienCourt
paper copy shall be shredded.

(i) Sealing upon the Court's own motion. Pursuant to D.C. Code-198%; § 16-2335, the
BivistenCourt may file a motion to seal records, in accordance with the procedures specified in
this Rrule.
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SCR-FAMILY Q
Rule Q. Record made in regular course of business: Photographic copies.

(@) Any writing or record, whether in the form of an entry in a book or otherwise, made as a
memorandum or record of any act, transaction, occurrence, or event, shall be admissible as
evidence of such act, transaction, occurrence, or event, if made in regular course of any business,
and if it was the regular course of such business to make such memorandum or record at the time
of such act, transaction, occurrence, or event or within a reasonable time thereafter. All other
circumstances of the making of such writing or record, including lack of personal knowledge by
the entrant or maker, may be shown to affect its weight, but such circumstances shall not affect
its admissibility. The term "business”, as used in this section, includes business, professional,
occupation, and calling of every kind.

(b) If any business, institution, member of a profession or calling, or any department or
agency of government, in the regular course of business or activity, has kept or recorded any
memorandum, writing, entry, print, representation or combination thereof of any act, transaction,
occurrence or event, and in the regular course of business has caused any or all of the same to be
recorded, copied or reproduced by any photographic, photostatic, microfilm, microcard,
miniature photographic, or other process which appears to accurately reproduce or form a
durable medium for so reproducing the original, the reproduction, when satisfactorily identified,
is as admissible in evidence as the original itself, whether the original is in existence or not, and
an enlargement of such reproduction is likewise admissible in evidence. The introduction of a
reproduced record or enlargement does not preclude admission of the original.

COMMENT:

Rule Q is substantially identical to former 28 U.S.C. § 1732(a) -- the so-called "federal
shopbook rule™ -- which was previously applicable in any court established by an act of
Congress, including the Superior Court, but was repealed by Pub. L. No. 93-595 (January 2,
1975) which establishes Federal Rules of Evidence for Courts of the United States effective July
1, 1975. Rule Q, which deals with admissibility of copies of business records, is substantially
identical to present 28 U.S.C. § 1732 which was formerly subsection (b) of that statute. (See Pub.
L. No. 93-595, Sec. 2(b).)
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SCR-FAMILY R
Rule R. Judge in chambers; judge on emergency assignment.

(@) Judge in Chambers. (1) The following matters may at any time be presented for
disposition to the Judge in Chambers: Approval of accounts, warrants and return of warrants,
petitions to take depositions pursuant to SCR-Dom Rel 27(a), and any other matter appropriate
for such disposition.

(2) The following matters, if presented before the case is assigned to a judicial officer, must
be presented to the Judge in Chambers or any other judicial officer designated by the Chief
Judge; thereafter, such matters must be presented to the judicial officer assigned to the case:
Appointment of special process servers, motions with respect to publication of notice
requirements, motions for temporary restraining orders, petitions for writs ne exeat, petitions for
writs of habeas corpus, orders involving execution on attachments, writs of replevin, motions for
orders to show cause, and Applications to Proceed Without Prepayment of Costs, Fees, or
Security (Form 106A).

(3) If a matter cannot be heard in time to grant effective relief based on the facts alleged, upon
request of the movant, the Clerk shall certify the case to the Presiding Judge for reassignment for
hearing.

(b) Judge on emergency assignment. Any matter requiring immediate judicial attention at a
time outside the regular business hours of the Court may be presented to the judge on emergency
assignment.
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SCR-FAMILY S
Rule S. Disciplinary proceedings against attorneys.

Any judgejudicial officer, attorney, or other person who believes that a member of the bar of
this Court should be censured, suspended, or expelled from the practice of law at the Bar of this
Court for a crime, misdemeanor, fraud, deceit, malpractice, professional misconduct or conduct
prejudicial to the administration of justice may proceed against such member of the Bar as
provided in Rule XI of the Rrules of the District of Columbia Court of Appeals governing the
Bar of the District of Columbia. Nothing herein shall be construed to deprive this Court of any
inherent disciplinary powers possessed by it.
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SCR-FAMILY T
Rule T. Employees not to practice law.
Neither the Clerk nor the Clerk's assistants, nor anyone serving as a law clerk or secretary to a

judge of this Court, or employed in any other capacity in this Court, shall engage in the practice
of law while continuing in such position.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE SUPERIOR COURT RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

SCR-CIVIL 70-1

Rule 70-1. Applications—regarding—proceedingsConfirming, Vacating, or Modifying
Arbitration Awards yUnder the Arbitration Amendments Act of 2007 (Revised Uniform

Arbitration Act)-

(a) FORM AND SERVICE OF APPLICATIONS.orm-and-service-of applications:
(1) Form. Applications to the Gcourt under D.C. Code_§ 16-431405 (2010 Supp.) shal-must be

in the form of a motron and be accompanled by a proposed order Ihe—mo%ron—end—a—semmens

forth that:
__(&A) there was a written agreement or order to arbitrate;;
__(2B) there was an award rendered pursuant to the arbitration;; and
__ (3C) there are annexed to the pleading copies of the following:
(Ad) Fthe agreement or order to arbitrate;
__ (Bii) Fthe selection or appointment, if any, of any arbitrator or umpire other than that
designated in the agreement or order

(Dm) Ighe award; and
(Eiv) Eeach motion, notice, affidavit or other paper used in conjunction with any motion

filed with the arbitrator to correct or modify the award (D.C. Code § 16-4420 (2010 Supp.)) and
a copy of any order issued by the arbitrator in conjunction with such motion.uper—any

(2) Service. The motion and a summons must be served in accordance with Rule 4, except that
service of the motion may be made in accordance with Rule 5 on any party over whom the court
has already acquired jurisdiction. Proof of service must be in accordance with Rule 4 or 5,
whichever applies.

(eb) SUMMARY PROCEEDINGSummary—proceedings. Proceedings upen—such—metionunder
this rule are shal-be-summary_in nature with discovery permitted only upon a showing of good
cause.

(dc) OPPOSITION. All objections to the motion at law or in equity shal-must be in the form of
an opposition to the motion and stated with particularity. The opposition shal-must be served
within 218 days (60 days if opponent is the District of Columbia, the United States or an officer
or agency of either) after service of the motion.

(ed) REHEARINGehearing. Where the Ccourt vacates an award, it may in its discretion and
upon a finding that such rehearing is not contrary to law or equity, direct an arbitration rehearing.
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COMMENT
As of July 1, 2009, the Arbitration Amendments Act of 2007 (Revised Uniform Arbitration

Act) controls aII arbitration agreements whether made before or after that date.Ne-change—in

relevant statutorv provisions concerning applications to conflrm vacate or modlfv arbltratron
awards, Ssee D.C. Code 88 16- 434:405 -4422 to 4425 (2010 Supp ).

The rRule does not cover arbitration awards under cGourt-sponsored civil arbitration
programs For these awards see Rules of the Crvrl Arbrtratron Program of the Superror Court

eens+de¥ed—|-n“[F]ederal court decmons construlng and applylng the federal arbltratlon act may
be regarded as persuasive authority in construing and applying the corresponding provisions of
the District of Columbia arbitration act, so long as there is no material difference in the statutory
language between the two acts.” Hercules & Co. v. Beltway Carpet Serv., Inc., 592 A.2d 1069,
1073 (D C. 1991) and Wash. Auto Co V. 1828 L St Assocs., 906 A. 2d 869, 875 (D C 2006)

See Civil Action Form 107 for a form of a motion to confirm an arbitration award.
Finally, the lanquage of this rule has been amended to conform with the 2007 restyling of the

Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.
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Form CA 107: Motion for Confirmation of Arbitration Award

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
CIVIL DIVISION

MOTION FOR CONFIRMATION OF ARBITRATION AWARD
1. Jurisdiction of the Court is founded on D.C. Code § 11-921 (2001).
2. On or about (insert date), movant and opponent entered into a written

agreement to arbitrate a dispute. The dispute is described in the agreement, a copy of which is attached to
this Motion as Exhibit A.

3. On or about (insert date) an arbitration award was issued. A copy of that
arbitration award is attached to this Motion as Exhibit B.

4. Copies of all documents required by Superior Court Rule of Civil Procedure 70-I are attached as Exhibits.
Accordingly, movant prays:

1. That judgment be awarded in accordance with the arbitration award by

(specify the nature and amount of relief requested), and

2. That movant have judgment against opponent for costs.

Printed Name Signature

Address Home Phone Number

Business Phone Number

Note: Service and proof of service of this motion must be made in accordance with Rule 4 or 5, whichever
applies. See Rule 70-1(a)(2).



By the Court:

Date: July 28, 2011

/s/

Copies to:

All Judges

All Magistrate Judges

All Senior Judges

Dianne K. King, Director, Family Court Operations Division
Brenda Page-Murphy, Staff Attorney, Family Court
Deborah Taylor-Godwin, Director, Civil Division
Lynn Magee, Attorney Advisor, Civil Division
Library

Daily Washington Law Reporter

Terry Spada, Associate General Counsel

Ryan K. Mullady, Assistant General Counsel
Executive Officer

Clerk of the Court

Division Directors

Lee F. Satterfield
Chief Judge



